
“Catholic Schools Light the Way” 
 

5 Essential Marks of Catholic Schools 
The characteristics that must be present for a school to be considered authentically Catholic 

1. Inspired by a supernatural vision: 
� The formation of boys and girls who will be good citizens of this world, loving God and neighbor, and 

enriching society with the leaven of the Gospel, and who will be also citizens of the world to come, thus 

fulfilling their destiny to become Saints. 

  

2. Founded on a Christian Anthropology 
� The need to perfect children in all their dimensions as images of God.  This says that: 

o The human person has the dignity of a child of God. 

o Christ is not an afterthought or an add-on to Catholic educational philosophy, but the center and 

fulcrum of the entire enterprise. 

o The Catholic School should be committed to the development of the whole person.. 

o The Gospel and Person of Jesus Christ should inspire and guide the Catholic School in every 

dimension of its life and activity.. 

o Catholic schools have the task of being the living memory of Christ. 

o In a Catholic School, everyone should be aware of the living presence of Jesus. 

 

3. Animated by Communion and Community 
� There should be “a genuine community of faith.” 

� It should emphasize and remind all that the Church is “the home and school of community.” 

� This is found in: 

i. Teamwork between the family and school 

ii. Cooperation between educators and Bishops:  the teachers seeing themselves as co-workers 

and assistants to the Bishop and pastors in teaching the faith and its connections to all 

disciplines.  

 This is shown by: 

• direct and personal contact and relationships between teachers and students is a hallmark of the 

Catholic School.   

• The school being an extension of the home with things that are immediately recognizable as 

Catholic such as images of devotion, a chapel, classroom crucifixes, statues, liturgical celebrations 

and other reminders of Catholic life, Prayer as a normal part of the school day, and Regular 

celebration of Mass and Confession, devotions, May altars, singing hymns, Bible reading, 

recounting the lives of the Saints. 

 

4. Has a Catholic Worldview Throughout Its Curriculum 
� There is “a spirit of Catholicism” inspired and guided by the Gospel 

� Not only in catechesis and teaching the Faith, but all areas and disciplines. 

� A curriculum that has love for Wisdom, Passion for the Truth and communicates a Catholic worldview 

to transform culture in light of the Gospel and to help parents in the Church’s mission of holiness, of 

Saint-making, and showing that Faith that is learned and lived, and not divorced from intellectual 

understanding. 

 

5. Sustained by Gospel Witness: 
� The witness of its teachers and administrators, and their job of creating a Christian school climate. 

� Understanding the vocation of a teacher, a noble task to which teachers are called. 

� A Catholic educator is a person who gives testimony by his or her life.” witness 

� “Children will pick up far more by the example of their educators than by masterful teaching 

techniques. 

� Praying for students. 


